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1.1.Context 
 
In 2021 the applicants applied for Higher Education Innovation Funding money from the 
University of Winchester to work up a project, initiated by former University of Winchester 
VC Joy Carter, in collaboration with the National Trust (NT). Working in a consultancy and 
evaluation role, in particular with Dr Joseph Flatman of the NT, we aimed to evaluate the 
effectiveness of how younger school children engage with the NT portfolio of natural and 
cultural heritage sites in central-southern England (defined as Hampshire primarily but with 
additional focus on neighbouring counties e.g., Dorset, Wiltshire, West Sussex and Surrey). 
Phase one (2021) focused on an audit of accessibility and effectiveness the key educational 
provisions (online resources and physical) at a number of these sites. This study was 
conducted by CHARM MA student Clare Alderson (Research Assistant, RA, herself a former 
primary school teacher), and the audit was completed in the Summer of 2021. The study drew 
attention to a number of issues around resources actually working, and further issues around 
accessibility for children with special educational needs, and also relevance to pupils from 
non-British backgrounds. The phase one audit forms the basis of this document.  
 
The next phase of the study (phase two 2022) focuses on conducting an evaluation of 
teachers’ attitudes to the resources offered by the NT in Hampshire, and the potential for 
these sites to be more effectively exploited to underpin the learning experience of KS 1 and 2 
primary school children.  We will target a number of schools in the Portsmouth and 
Southampton urban areas. These have been chosen through statistics relating to their uptake 
of free school meals (FSM), a key indicator of economic deprivation. In addition, it is clear that 
although there are no official statistics, many of these primary schools also are also ethnically 
diverse and have children from a range of cultural backgrounds. A cohort of teachers selected 
from these schools will be interviewed by the RA in person and also using questionnaires, and 
they will be asked to integrate some content relating to the National Trust into their history 
and geography classes.  Taken in conjunction with the phase one audit, and planned phase 
three work in 2023 (which will focus on the children themselves) we will deliver a critical 
quality analysis of what the NT is doing well, and not so well, in its efforts to engage new 
audiences, especially from lower income families and ethnic minority families, and also 
children with special educational needs.      
 

1.2 Outcomes and impacts 
 
The NT has recently undertaken extensive consultancy work focusing on how it reaches 
individuals and groups of people who are not part of their natural constituency. Our phase 
one audit has identified key areas where the NT needs to improve on its outreach to children. 
This next phase of work will take a teacher’s eye view of the NT in Hampshire, and will 
contribute to helping the NT frame a plan for engaging more effectively with children from 
lower income homes, ethnic minority backgrounds and children with special educational 
needs.   In phase one impact and outcomes are measured by a complete audit of children’s 
engagement tools at a number of local NT sites. In this phase of work our questionnaires and 
interviews will generate a dataset for the NT to help inform their visitor planning. This will 
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present a critical overview of the thoughts, opinions and requirements of teachers in local 
primary schools in areas of economic deprivation regarding the potential for the NT to 
become more involved with their teaching. This phase of work will help kickstart the process 
of local policy change in the NT and a rethinking of their educational outreach strategy in 
terms of building better engagement and accessibility.     

1.3 Future work  
  
Ideally we would obtain further funding for phase three in 2023.  Phase three will focus much 
more on engagement with the actual children. We will hire coaches to take two classes from 
selected primary schools in the Southampton-Portsmouth area to visit local NT sites for a day, 
and we will devise, in conjunction with their teachers and heritage staff at the NT, a means to 
obtain their feedback about their experience of engaging with National Trust sites. A further 
incentive will be the provision of healthy packed lunch meals for their day out. Teacher 
responses will also be evaluated, and the RA and PI will be on hand during these visits to take 
an ethnographic over view of the way that the children engage using participant observation.  
Taken together, the three phases of work will help the NT in Hampshire devise new and 
engaging ways to reach out to young children, especially those drawn from challenging 
economic and social backgrounds. Our analysis will show how the NT can better connect with 
issues around ethnic diversity, special educational needs, and also factors round mental and 
physical wellbeing. Ultimately we seek to devise a model for showing how to approach new 
and exciting methods of engagement with children in the post-Covid heritage world, and 
develop a consultancy model through the People-scapes research centre focused on engaging 
younger children with the heritage portfolio of one of our most important local 
leisure/tourism partners.    
 

2.1 Visitor Data Summary   (Not NT specific) 
 
Source: Historic England (2020), Heritage Indicators 2020. Available at: 
https://historicengland.org.uk/content/heritage-counts/pub/2020/heritage-indicators-
2020/ [Accessed 5th August 2021] 
 

Children and young people Ethnic 
background 

Socio-economic 
background 

General 

• In the 2019/20 Taking Part 
Survey: 

o 66% of 5-10 year olds 
who were surveyed 
had visited a heritage 
site in the last 12 
months (down from 
71% in 2018/19). 

o 67% of 11-15 year 
olds surveyed had 
visited a heritage site 
in the last 12 months 
(no change from 
2018/19) 

o Of those 11-15 years 
olds surveyed in 

• According to the 
2019/20 Taking 
Part Survey: 57.1% 
of people from 
black or ethnic 
minority 
backgrounds 
reported visiting a 
heritage site (up 
from 50.1% from 
the 2005/6 
benchmark data) 
(Heritage England, 
2020: 20) 

 

• According to the 
2019/20 Taking Part 
Survey: 61.2% of 
people from low 
income backgrounds 
reported visiting a 
heritage site (up from 
57.1% from the 
2005/6 benchmark 
data)  (Heritage 
England, 2020: 20) 

• According to the 
2019/20 Taking Part 
Survey: 84% of 
surveyed adults who 
participated in 

• In 2019/20, visits 
to National Trust 
sites totalled 
approximately 28 
million (Heritage 
England, 2020: 
18) 

• National Trust 
membership in 
England stood at 
over 5.5 million 
members (an 
increase of 9% 
on 2019) 
(Heritage 

https://historicengland.org.uk/content/heritage-counts/pub/2020/heritage-indicators-2020/
https://historicengland.org.uk/content/heritage-counts/pub/2020/heritage-indicators-2020/
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2019/20, 46% had 
visited an historic 
building, garden or 
landscape open to the 
public; 34% had 
visited an historic 
monument or site of 
archaeological 
interest; 46% had 
visited a city or town 
with historic 
character; 22% had 
visited an important 
modern building or 
public space (Heritage 
England, 2020: 21) 

• According to the VisitEngland 
survey, there were almost 1.25 
million school visits to historic 
properties in 2019 (4% decline 
from 2018, 12% decline from 
2001). This is likely to be 
significantly higher as the data 
only reports from sites who 
respond to the survey (Heritage 
England, 2020: 23)  

• There is evidence of increasing 
numbers of young adults 
engaging in heritage related 
qualifications: in 2019, 44% of 
all GCSE students undertook a 
history GCSE (32% in 2008); 
7.2% of 16-18 year olds 
undertook a History A-level in 
2019 (5.7% in 2008); 4.8% of all 
higher education students were 
enrolled in courses related to 
the historic environment (0.1% 
decrease from 2018) (Heritage 
England, 2020: 23) 

heritage were from 
higher managerial, 
administrative and 
professional 
occupations 
compared with 61.7% 
of those in routine 
and manual 
occupations (Heritage 
England, 2020: 21) 

 

England, 2020: 
22) 

• In 2019/20 (data 
up to March 
2020), the Taking 
Part survey 
showed 72.7% of 
adults reported 
visiting a 
heritage site in 
the last 12 
months (up from 
69.9% from the 
2005/6 
benchmark data) 
(Heritage 
England, 2020: 
20) 

• In the survey, the 
top 3 reasons for 
visiting a 
heritage site 
were: 1. To 
spend time with 
friends and 
family; 2. 
General interest 
in history / 
heritage; 3. It 
was in the area. 
(Heritage 
England, 2020: 
21) 

 

 
Source: Historic England (2019a), Heritage and Society 2019. Available at: 
https://historicengland.org.uk/content/heritage-counts/pub/2019/heritage-and-society-
2019/ [Accessed 5th August 2021] 
 

Children and young people Ethnic 
background 

Socio-economic 
background 

General 

• In 2018/19, 70.5% of 5-10 year 
olds surveyed for the Taking Part 
survey reported visiting a heritage 
site outside of school in the last 12 
months and 67.2% of 11-15 year 
olds surveyed reported visiting 
heritage each year (Historic 
England, 2019a: 8) 

• The Understanding Society survey 
(detailed cross sectional and 
longitudinal regression analysis) 
found that time spent on social 
media and TV is negatively related 

• According to the 
2018/19 Taking 
Part Survey, 
75.4% of those 
with ‘White’ 
ethnicity visited a 
heritage site in 
the last 12 
months, 
compared to 
56.3% with 
‘Asian’ ethnicity 
and 42.3% of 

• According to 
the 2018/19 
Taking Part 
Survey, in the 
10% most 
deprived areas, 
59.8% of adults 
had visited a 
heritage site in 
the past 12 
months, 
compared with 
85.7% in the 

• The National Trust 
reports a 50% 
increase in members 
since 2006/7 (Historic 
England, 2019a: 6) 

• The top three barriers 
to visiting places of 
historic interest cited 
by non-visitors are 
lack of time (41.5%), 
lack of interest 
(33.7%) and a health 
problem or disability 

https://historicengland.org.uk/content/heritage-counts/pub/2019/heritage-and-society-2019/
https://historicengland.org.uk/content/heritage-counts/pub/2019/heritage-and-society-2019/
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to levels of engagement in 
heritage amongst young people 
but particularly for girls: 51% of 
young people who spent an hour 
or more per day on social media 
visited heritage sites, compared 
with 65% who spend less than 1 
hour per day (Historic England, 
2019a: 8). 

• Young people’s engagement is 
higher where adults in their 
household engage in similar 
activities: 67% of young people 
living with adults who visited 
heritage sites reported making 
similar visits, compared with 38% 
of those living with non-visitors 
(Historic England, 2019a: 8) 

• Young people of Black Caribbean 
origin had relatively low levels of 
heritage engagement: 39% 
(compared to 59% for white young 
people) (Historic England, 2019a: 
9) 

• A YouGov study of more than 
20,000 English adults showed that 
56% of young people are likely to 
be proud of English history and 
heritage compared to 89% of older 
adults (Historic England, 2019a: 
14)  

‘Black’ ethnicity 
(Historic England, 
2019a: 10) 

 

10% least 
deprived areas 
(Historic 
England, 2019a: 
10) 

 

(14.9%) (Historic 
England, 2019a: 9) 

• A report on behalf of 
the National Trust 
found that there are 
significant barriers to 
engagement with 
heritage in urban 
areas: key barriers 
are lack of 
awareness, lack of 
diversity in the 
existing heritage 
support base, lack of 
inclusivity from 
decision-makers in 
the heritage sector 
and economic 
barriers (Historic 
England, 2019a: 10) 

 
Source: Historic England (2019b), Visitor Attractions Trends in England 2019. Available at: 
https://historicengland.org.uk/content/heritage-counts/pub/2020/visitor-attractions-
trends-england-2019/  [Accessed 5th August 2021] 
 

Children and young people Ethnic background General 

• In 2019, the average adult 
admission charge to an historic 
site was £9.44 and the average 
child admission charge was £5.19 
(Historic England, 2019b: 10) 

• Amongst historic sites which 
collect demographic data, 22% of 
visitors in 2019 were under 25 
(Historic England, 2019b: 18) 

 

• Amongst historic sites which 
collect demographic data, 
81% of visitors in 2019 were 
White British, 9% were 
White non-British, 7% were 
BAME (Historic England, 
2019b: 19) 

 

• In 2019, 22% of historic attractions could 
not 
 be accessed by public transport  
(Historic England, 2019b: 16)  

 

 
 
Source: Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (2020a), Heritage – Taking Part 
Survey 2019/20: Annual child release. Available at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/taking-part-201920-annual-child-
release/heritage-taking-part-survey-201920 [Accessed 7th August 2021] 
 

Children and young people 
• In 2019/20, children aged 11-15 were more likely to have visited heritage sites outside of school only than with school 

only: 

https://historicengland.org.uk/content/heritage-counts/pub/2020/visitor-attractions-trends-england-2019/
https://historicengland.org.uk/content/heritage-counts/pub/2020/visitor-attractions-trends-england-2019/
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/taking-part-201920-annual-child-release/heritage-taking-part-survey-201920
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/taking-part-201920-annual-child-release/heritage-taking-part-survey-201920
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•  42% visited a heritage site outside of school only; 8% visited in school only; 16% visited both with and outside of school 
(Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, 2020a: online) 

 
 
Source: Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (2020b), Heritage – Taking Part 
Survey 2019/20. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/taking-part-
201920-heritage/heritage-taking-part-survey-201920 [Accessed 7th August 2021] 
 

Ethnic background Socio-economic background 
• In 2019/20, 41% of Black respondents, 60% of Asian 

respondents and 75% of White respondents reported 
visiting a heritage site. This is a similar trend to 
2018/19 (Department for Digital, Culture, Media and 
Sport, 2020b: online). 

 

• 51% of respondents from the most deprived areas 
(according to the Index for Multiple Deprivation) 
visited heritage sites within the last 12 months, 
compared to 83% from the least deprived areas. This 
is a similar trend to 2018/19 (Department for Digital, 
Culture, Media and Sport, 2020b: online). 

 

2.2 Review of existing resources provided at NT properties for 
children – July 2021 
 
Summary: 
 

• When looking at all the properties listed below as a whole, the activities for children 
cover a range of curriculum areas. 

• Most school visits are now self-led although some sites provide useful, detailed 
downloadable resources for schools (e.g. Winchester City Mill, Mottisfont, Studland 
Bay); these are predominantly primary focused with the exception of Studland Bay 
and Sandham Memorial Chapel. 

• Trails, walks and ’50 things to do before you’re 11 ¾’ are the most common provision 
for children, especially when visiting with their families.  It was not possible to view 
the site specific trails on the website to assess their pitch and content but wording on 
the webpages about the trails suggest these are aimed at primary aged children only. 
It is unclear whether they are relevant to children from different cultures. 

• Properties which focus on exploring nature have resources which are generally 
inclusive for children of all ages and from a variety of backgrounds. 

• There are some examples of children / communities being involved in ‘real-life’ 
projects which will impact on the long term conservation of the property (e.g. 
Sandham Memorial Chapel, Studland Bay, Foxbury) but, generally, provision for 
children caters for one-off visits. 

• There was little evidence of children being provided hands-on experiences through 
practical NT-led workshops, either as school or family visitors; this could potentially 
engage older children and support the understanding of SEN children. 

• Historic (rather than natural) sites do not appear to be emphasising social history / 
specific personalities (e.g. the millers at Winchester City Mill); this could make the sites 
more relevant for children from all backgrounds (socio-economic / ethnic minority). 

• There are potential accessibility issues for families on low incomes as many 
properties are in remote locations and so visitors must have transport to get there. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/taking-part-201920-heritage/heritage-taking-part-survey-201920
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/taking-part-201920-heritage/heritage-taking-part-survey-201920
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Property Benefits Disadvantages 

Hampshire 

Foxbury 
(Romsey) 

• Site is used to encourage an 
appreciation of nature and enables 
inclusive activities such as den building 
and bug hunting. 

• Outdoor classroom means that there 
are useful facilities for schools to run 
self-led fieldwork and classroom 
studies. This could therefore be hired 
for schools from early years to KS4 and 
beyond. 

• Data from schools is used to help NT 
monitor the quality of the ongoing 
heathland restoration project and 
therefore children are involved in 
genuine / real-life conservation. 

• Forest School Playgroup run by Whittle 
Stix offers practical, child-led and 
inclusive activities to foster an 
appreciation of nature – wild art, story-
telling, den building etc. Designed to 
support early years curriculum. 
Provides young children with outdoor 
experiences and helps to develop PSHE 
skills.  

• Open for special events only and 
therefore not open for general public / 
family use. 

• Forest School run by Whittle Stix is a 
playgroup and therefore aimed only at 
children up to the age of 6. It appears 
this has not had a session since July 
2020. Charge of £8.50 per child could 
discourage low-income families from 
participating. 

• Currently no education resources 
available from NT website (although this 
is in progress and will focus on biological 
/ environmental field study of the 
lowland heathland habitats – this has 
the potential to be differentiated for 
children of all ages). 

Mottisfont • A good range of primary focused 
activities for teachers. Fairly detailed 
information with photographs and easy 
to use. 

• Art and outdoor activities provided for 
teachers are inclusive. 

• Availability of outdoor classroom and 
ability to loan equipment (e.g. 
compasses). 

• Range of curriculum areas covered: art, 
geography, science etc. 

• Family trails encourage children to 
appreciate nature and to be active. 
These are inclusive (although it is 
unclear whether the obstacle course is 
wheelchair accessible). 

• Summer art exhibition has subject 
matter which will be of interest to 
children (i.e. animals) and the family 
trail is designed to tie into this. 

• Wild play area will be engaging for 
children up to and including KS3 age. 

• Some of the worksheets are not 
accessible for SEN children (not 
differentiated). 

• Material created for schools only 
available for KS1 and KS2. 

• Family trails appear to be aimed at very 
young children (inspired by Ladybird 
books – this is a link to the summer 
exhibition) 

Winchester 
City Mill 

• Ability for school groups to tailor visits 
to meet their specific curriculum needs. 
NT staff-led activities are advertised. 

• Interactive, audio and visual displays 
cater for a range of learning needs. 

• Detailed teachers’ guide available to 
download with background information 
and ideas for teaching across the KS1 
and 2 curriculum (e.g. DT, science, 
history). Video resources on the 
website are useful for pre/post visit 
learning at school. 

• Provision focused on KS1 and 2 only. 

• Pre-visit information pack is dated 2015 
and curriculum links given are linked to 
the pre-2014 national curriculum. 
Although the ideas offered are helpful 
and many still relevant, this looks 
outdated. 

• Baking demonstrations mean that 
children are watching rather than 
participating in an event. 

• Limited accessibility for wheelchair 
users. 



 

 9 

• Suggested ideas for in-school learning 
are useful for teachers and cover many 
subjects across the KS1 and 2 
curriculum (although this is linked to 
the pre-2014 curriculum). 

• Special events / demonstrations would 
appeal to children older than KS2. 

• Hand-milling station enables children to 
experience hands-on milling. 

• Events and trails are seasonal – linked to 
school holidays rather than available all 
year. NB these were not available on the 
website and so I haven’t reviewed the 
content of the trails (these might be 
available from 24th July) although 
reference to ‘little ones’ suggests they 
are aimed at KS1 age children. 

Hinton 
Ampner 

• Several downloadable walks available – 
ranging from ‘easy’ to ‘moderate’ and 
therefore families can plan in advance 
depending on the age of their children. 

• Ancient tree trail includes extra 
information about individual trees. 

• Currently no school resources – all visits 
would be self-led. There are no 
downloadable resources to support this. 

• Some of the waymarked trails are not 
suitable for wheelchair users – this is 
identified on the website to enable 
visitors to plan. 

• Events and trails are seasonal – linked to 
school holidays rather than available all 
year. NB these were not available on the 
website and so I haven’t reviewed the 
content of the trails (these might be 
available from 24th July) although 
reference to ‘helping Ralph and his 
friends’ suggests they are aimed at KS1 
and 2 age children. 

The Vyne • Trails are linked to the house and 
grounds and encourage children to 
learn about what the rangers do at the 
property. 

• Get Set Go cards are available to 
provide families with ideas for how to 
enjoy nature – these are inclusive and 
adaptable but predominantly aimed at 
primary aged children. 

• May half term activities linked to 
gardening were aimed at young and 
older children. 

• Geocaching, den-building and 
orienteering encourage children to 
explore the outdoors and are inclusive 
activities for all age groups. 

• Events and trails are seasonal – linked to 
school holidays rather than available all 
year. NB these were not available on the 
website and so I haven’t reviewed the 
content of the trails although reference 
to ‘the young ones’ suggests they are 
aimed at KS1 and 2 age children. 

• There is reference to a Conservation 
Award which was intended to educate 
children in looking after artefacts and 
the houses – this would be appropriate 
for all ages and demonstrating ‘real-life’ 
skills. However, this then directs to a 
broken link so it seems this might no 
longer be offered. 

• Group visits appear to be self-led only. 

Sandham 
Memorial 
Chapel 

• Downloadable audio guide – suitable 
for upper KS2 children onwards. 

• Children’s guide aimed at ages 7-12 and 
senses trail aimed at ages 3-6. 

• Self-led walk is classed as ‘easy’ and 
therefore all age groups of children 
would be able to access. 

• The downloadable guides to the 
paintings and altar cloth provide useful 
information in advance of the visit 
which is good for learning purposes but 
also for preparing SEN children ahead of 
a visit. 

• Bespoke school visits can be arranged. 
Primary and secondary resource packs 
can be downloaded. 

• National Curriculum links made with 
history and art. 

• There is the opportunity to extend the 
curriculum coverage (e.g. citizenship, 
RE) although this might already be 
offered if school visits are bespoke. 

• Community engagement work from 
2015 shows good engagement with 
schools and teachers which impacted on 
the design of the new facilities. Some of 
the activities used then (e.g. 
Remembrance celebrations) could be 
annual rather than one-off to continue 
local school engagement. 

• Family visits seem to have fewer 
facilities for older children (i.e. specialist 
talks/workshops are only available with 
a school visit). 

• There is the potential to develop some 
learning resources for follow-up 
activities in school. 
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The Chase 
(Woolton 
Hill) 

 • No information about school visits 
although the website mentions that 
schools regularly visit. There is no 
information about which age groups 
visit or about the areas of the 
curriculum which are most relevant. 

• Information about waymarked walks 
and seasonal guided walks is not 
available on the website – visitors 
cannot plan in advance. 

New Forest 
Northern 
Commons 

• See Foxbury (above) 

• In addition, waymarked walks are 
downloadable in advance. These range 
from ‘easy’ to ‘moderate’ and so 
accessible for young and older children. 

 

Dorset 

Purbeck • Outreach work with ‘Stormbreak’ 
charity connects children with the 
outdoors as a mental health benefit. 
This has impacted on at least 70 
schools. 

• Outreach with local Purbeck schools – 
awareness raising and taking action for 
nature. Appropriate for primary and 
secondary age pupils. 

• Providing access to NT land for outdoor 
activity centres. 

• Free hire of borrow boxes – equipment 
for outdoor study (appropriate for 
children of all ages, including college). 

• Very detailed teacher guides available 
to download and Dynamic Dunescapes 
website also has educational 
information – aimed at secondary 
pupils. Covers mainly geography and 
science with some maths and tourism. 

• Activities completed can count towards 
the John Muir Award (environmental 
award scheme). Inclusive for people of 
all ages (from Year 4 age onwards) and 
from all backgrounds. 

• Corfe Castle – summer seasonal trail 
linked closely to a local author’s book. 
Focus on wildlife would appeal to KS1 – 
KS3 children. Workshops to accompany 
the trail during the summer. 

• Corfe Castle – a range of walks with 
detail available to download in advance 
of visit. Either ‘easy’ or ‘moderate’ so 
suitable for most children. 

• Guided walks for KS1 and KS2 school 
visits – linked to history curriculum. 

• Materials produced are to support self-
led visits. There doesn’t seem to be any 
option to have workshops / ranger-led 
visits. 

• Few downloadable resources for 
primary aged children (either as school 
or family visitors) for Studland Bay. 

• Outreach programmes could be 
extended to include children from 
lower-income or ethnic minority 
households. 

Wiltshire 

Figsbury Ring 
(Salisbury) 

• Walking trail available to download – 
classed as ‘moderate’ and so most 
suitable for older children. 

• Little descriptive detail for the walk – 
visitors will need to follow the map only, 
potentially making this walk less 
convenient for families. 

Pepperbox 
Hill 

• Walking trail available to download – 
classed as ‘moderate’ and so most 
suitable for older children. Good 
descriptive detail for visitors to follow. 

 

Surrey 
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Hatchlands • Links with local respite school for 
children with disabilities – providing 
access to outdoor environment. 

• Outdoor theatre productions aimed at 
children over the summer. Appropriate 
for children of all ages depending on 
the performance chosen (ie. Jungle 
Book for young children, Macbeth for 
older children).  

• Summer butterfly trail – available to 
download in advance. Includes 
identification key. Appropriate for KS1-
KS3. 

• Natural adventure play area – 
encouraging children to experience and 
enjoy outdoor environment. Most 
suitable for KS1 and KS2. 

• Walking trails with detail available to 
download – either ‘easy’ or ‘moderate’ 
and so suitable for most children. 

• Outdoor theatre additional cost of £8 
per child could discourage low-income 
families participating. 

• Group visits not yet reopened. 

West Sussex 

Uppark • Maps of walks available to download in 
advance – one classed as ‘gentle’ the 
other ‘moderate’ and so suitable for 
children of all ages.  

• Events and trails are seasonal – linked to 
school holidays rather than available all 
year. NB these were not available on the 
website and so I haven’t reviewed the 
content of the trails. 

• I Spy trail for the house – also not 
available on the website. 

• Colouring and puzzle sheets which are 
advertised as downloadable have 
broken links. Aimed at young children. 

• Group visits appear to be aimed at adult 
groups and not school groups. All group 
visits are self-led. 

Harting Down • Walking trails available to download – 
classed as ‘moderate’ and so most 
suitable for older children. Good 
descriptive detail for visitors to follow 
and links to wildlife in the area. 

 

 

2.3 Audit of existing provision for children at local National Trust 
properties 
 
Summary 
 

• Any site visits are most commonly teacher-led visits – some properties have 
downloadable resources (i.e. information packs and worksheets) but not all. 

• Workshops are generally not available, except at Winchester City Mill and Sandham 
Memorial Chapel, although some sites offer Guided Tours for groups. 

• Seasonal and site-specific trails are common both for schools and for families and in 
many cases are the main engagement activity for children, especially when visiting 
with their families. 

• Most sites which encourage educational visits require schools to take up Education 
Group Membership. Costs are annual: £50 for up to 50 pupils; £80 for 51 to 100 pupils. 
Otherwise each pupil is charged at a ‘group child’ rate; in the case of Mottisfont this 
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is £7.90 per child.  https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/education-group-
membership 

• There is little information about outreach provision, except from Purbeck. However, 
this information was obtained through a direct contact rather than on the website and 
so it is possible that other sites provide outreach to schools but the information is not 
published. 

 
Property Schools provision Families provision Outreach provision 

Hampshire 
Foxbury 
(Romsey) 

• Self-led studies (biological, 
landscape, environmental) 

• Base camp – den building, 
bug hunting 

• Classroom hire 

• In process – education 
pack 

• Early years focus - 
forest school play 
group – den 
building, wild art, 
outdoor cooking, 
storytelling, green 
woodworking skills 
etc. NB this is run by 
Whittle Stix not NT 
and does not appear 
to have had a 
session since July 
2020.  

• Only open for 
events. 

 

Mottisfont • Outdoor classroom 

• Art exhibitions 
• Sensory trail 

• Teacher information 
sheets (including creative 
ideas) for self-led visits 

• Children’s worksheets 
designed to link to the 
primary curriculum (map 
reading, making sun prints, 
measuring the flow of the 
stream, measuring light 
and temperature etc). 

• Loan of equipment during 
a visit – e.g. data loggers 

• Activity trails 

• Family-focused 
exhibitions 

• Wild play areas 

 

Winchester 
City Mill 

• A Miller’s guided tour 

• Self-led tours (exploring 
interactive displays within 
the Mill) including trails 

• Sessions led by NT staff: 
building and testing water 
wheels; Little Red Hen 
story; life cycle of grain; 
hunting materials  

• Downloadable resources 
for teachers NB the pre-
visit information pack was 
last updated 2015 and so 
links to the previous NC. 

• Seasonal activity 
trails 

• Baking 
demonstrations 
(usually linked to 
celebration days) 

• Hand milling station 

• Pulley games, 
turning millstones 

• Special events 
• Storytelling, tours, 

demonstrations 
 

 

Hinton 
Ampner 

• Currently no provision – 
self-led visits only 

• Waymarked walks 

• Things to do before 
you’re 11 ¾ trail  

 

The Vyne • Group tours • Family trails 

• Get Set, Go cards 
(seasonal trail) 

 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/education-group-membership
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/education-group-membership
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• Play area 

• Waymarked routes 

• Den-building, 
orienteering, 
geocaching in the 
grounds 

• Dressing up as a 
Victorian 

Sandham 
Memorial 
Chapel 

• NT led activities – handling 
kit (of items from the 
paintings); quiz; flashcards; 
ask the expert; bespoke 
visits can be arranged in 
advance; dressing up; talks 
/ presentation 

• Children’s guide 

• Senses trail 

• Downloadable 
podcast / audio tour 

• Self-led walk around 
the village 

 

 

The Chase 
(Woolton Hill) 

• No information • Waymarked walks 

• Seasonal guided 
walks 

 

 

Selborne 
Common 

• No information • No information 
 

 

Ludshott 
Commons 

• No information • No information 
 

 

New Forest 
Northern 
Commons 

• See Foxbury (above) • Downloadable walks 
 

 

Dorset 

Purbeck • Borrow boxes (free 
equipment hire) at 
Studland Bay 

• Dynamic Dunescapes 
project has many 
downloadable resources: 
sand dune information 
packs, maps, identification 
keys, aerial photographs, 
landscape photographs, 
data, case studies – 
Studland Bay. Activities 
completed can lead 
towards the John Muir 
Award. 
https://ntpurbeckcoast. 

wordpress.com/education/ 

• Self-led tours (including 
trails and worksheets) – 
Corfe Castle 

• Guided tours – Corfe 
Castle 

• Trails / walks – 
Studland Bay and 
Corfe Castle 

• Seasonal trail – 
Corfe Castle 

• Audio guide – Corfe 
Castle 

• Open air theatre 

• Worked with local 
charity 
‘Stormbreak’ 
designing 
activities 
connecting 
children to nature 
through 
movement (in 
school and 
online). Approx. 
70 schools. 

• Awareness raising 
(e.g. assemblies). 

• Taking action for 
nature (e.g. 
hacking scrub, 
monitoring 
species in the 
dunes etc). Co-
created with 
schools. 

• Access to nature 
via field studies / 
activity centres – 
most likely to 
reach urban 
children. Design 
activities with 
centres. 

Wiltshire 

Figsbury Ring 
(Salisbury) 

• No information • Walking trail  
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Mompesson 
House 
(Salisbury) 

• No information • No information  

Pepperbox Hill • No information • Walking trail 
 

 

Surrey 

Hatchlands • Teacher-led visits 

• Linked to local respite 
school for children with 
disabilities – children 
enjoying nature 

• Holiday trails 

• Outdoor theatre 

• Natural play area 

 

Clandon Park • N/A • Woodland play area  

West Sussex 

Uppark • Self-led group visits are 
allowed although it is not 
clear whether this includes 
school groups as the 
webpage appears to be 
aimed at adult groups 

• Trails and seasonal 
trails 

• Woodland walk 
• Toy box containing 

lawn games 

 

Harting Down • No information 
 

• Walking trail  

East Head • No information 
 

• No information 
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